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The ‘STORK’ pilot project  
commences in Geraldton 
The NHMRC funded project titled “Improving access to primary 
care for Aboriginal babies in Western Australia, The Stork 
population based study” commenced the pilot study in Geraldton 
in September 2015. The ‘Stork’ population based study is an 
enhanced model of early infant primary care aiming to improve 
access to early infant primary care and health outcomes in 
Aboriginal babies. 
 
 

 
The STORK Project logo designed by Charmaine Green 

 
 
The primary outcome measure is reduced hospitalisation rates in 
infants aged under 3 months. Secondary outcome measures include 
increased uptake of child health checks, immunisation coverage and 
satisfaction of families about primary care. Cost effectiveness of the 
model of care will also be assessed.  
 
Read more on page 4… 

 
Overall aim of ISAC 
To improve health and developmental 
outcomes in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children in Australia through 
improvements in health services 
 
ISAC objectives 
 Generate new knowledge that leads to 

improved health and developmental 
outcomes in Aboriginal children  

 Ensure effective transfer of research 
outcomes into health policy and 
practice  

 Develop the health and medical 
research workforce by providing 
opportunities to advance the training 
of new researchers 

 Facilitate collaboration across ISAC and 
national and international networks  

 Work across primary, secondary and 
tertiary level health services but have a 
specific focus on improving pathways 
within primary community care 

 

 
Also in this edition… 

• Profile: Dr Sandy Campbell 
• Cochrane special collections 
• Apunipima Research Website 
• Congratulations to Dr Dan McAullay 
• Baby One Program delivering results 
• Poche Centre for Indigenous Health  
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 PROFILE: Dr Sandy Campbell 

 
Tell us how you first got involved in research, and specifically 
Indigenous health research? What surprised you the most when you 
started doing Indigenous health research? 
I had my first thoughts about becoming involved in public health 
research in the late 1990s when I worked on a Victorian maternal and 
child health project (the Koori Maternity Strategy) with the Victorian 
Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (VACCHO) and the 
Victorian Department of Human Services. I was surprised to find that the 
available birth datasets didn’t seem very good at identifying Aboriginal 
mothers and babies – which was important information for us because 
we were planning Aboriginal community controlled maternal and child 
health services. We needed to know how many and where babies were 
being born across the state. When the importance and power of accurate 
data for improving health and health services became clear to me, I 
started studying epidemiology – I finished a Master of Applied 
Epidemiology (Indigenous Health) at Australian National University in 
2002. 
 
What do you believe the main achievement of your research is, or will 
be? 
I hope to contribute to achieving improved evidence-based service 
delivery for young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women so that 
they can achieve their full potential, especially during their child-bearing 
years.  
 
How has your research contributed, or should it contribute, to human 
health in a practical sense? 
Healthy mothers tend to have healthy babies. Identifying modifiable 
individual and environmental factors affecting young women, and 
understanding the degree to which they contribute to acute and chronic 
poor health in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities is 
important for reduction of the burden on future generations. 
 
What inspires you about your research field? 
I believe that a collaborative, community-based approach is essential to 
achieve meaningful success in my field of research. I am inspired by 
working in a creative environment with enthusiastic people who share a 

 
 
Cochrane has released a special collection 
(need to click on the ‘Special Collections’ 
tab form this link 
http://www.cochranelibrary.com/) for 
improving health outcomes for 
Indigenous peoples with a focus on 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand and USA. 
Topic discussed include diabetes, FASD 
and suicide prevention.  
 
 

 
Apunipima Cape York Health Council 
have updated the Research Website.  In 
particular there is a new research 
pamphlet that you can download!  Please 
see link: 
http://www.apunipima.org.au/research-
and-ethics  
 
 

 

Congratulations  
Dr Dan McAullay who has recently 
been appointed a three year part-
time position on the NHMRC principle 
committees: Australian Health Ethics 
Committee (AHEC) and Research 
Committee (RC). These positions have 
been appointed by the Minister. 
 
For more information please see the 
following links: 
 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-
committees/research-committee/members-
research-committee-rc-2015-2018-triennium 
 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-
committees/australian-health-ethics-
committee-ahec/members-australian-health-
ethics-comm 

 

http://www.cochranelibrary.com/
http://www.apunipima.org.au/research-and-ethics
http://www.apunipima.org.au/research-and-ethics
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-committees/research-committee/members-research-committee-rc-2015-2018-triennium
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-committees/research-committee/members-research-committee-rc-2015-2018-triennium
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-committees/research-committee/members-research-committee-rc-2015-2018-triennium
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-committees/australian-health-ethics-committee-ahec/members-australian-health-ethics-comm
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-committees/australian-health-ethics-committee-ahec/members-australian-health-ethics-comm
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-committees/australian-health-ethics-committee-ahec/members-australian-health-ethics-comm
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/nhmrc-committees/australian-health-ethics-committee-ahec/members-australian-health-ethics-comm
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positive vision for achieving the best possible health outcomes for 
mothers and their children. 
 
What are your research aspirations?  
I developed an interest in public health research and epidemiology after 
a career as a nurse and midwife, working mainly with community 
controlled Aboriginal health organisations. I believe in the importance of 
having a strong evidence base to guide a path to achieving health 
equality for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. By having a 
role in undertaking high quality, collaborative research, I aspire to make 
a contribution with a particular aim of improving the health of young 
Indigenous women and their babies. I hope that there can be real 
translation of our research findings that leads to genuine improvements 
to the health and life expectancy of future generations. 
 
Where do you think the biggest knowledge gap in your field of research 
today? 
The biggest gap in my field today is the ongoing poorer health of 
Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples which led to 
commencement of the “Close the Gap” Campaign in 2006. I believe we 
have achieved a significant amount of new public health knowledge since 
that time, however, research translation remains a key challenge as we 
continue to increase our understanding of health across the lifespan and 
the impact of intergenerational health. New developments in research 
will include investigating the role of modifiable risks for chronic disease 
including epigenetics and the role of the microbiome. 
 
What do you do when you’re not working? 
I like to be creative – I’m a dog lover and I often draw or paint pictures 
of my own dog, or dogs that belong to friends and family. 
 

Baby One Program delivering results for the first 
1000 days 

 

 
Apunipima are ahead of the game when it comes to improving health and 
life outcomes for future generations in Cape York. 
Just a year ago Apunipima’s health-worker led Baby One Program began to 
be delivered in communities across Cape York and the findings from the 
past year were presented at the Strengthening Families up to 1000 Days 
Research Forum in Melbourne. Read more here. 

 

Poche Centre working to make 
a positive change for 
Aboriginal people 
The West Australian reported Friday 3 July 
2015: “The Poche Centre for Indigenous 
Health at The University of Western Australia 
(UWA) is working to deliver positive change 
and better health outcomes for Aboriginal 
people.  
 
Under the banner of Healthy Mind, Healthy 
Lives, Poche UWA has developed 3 key focus 
areas: culture, wellbeing and mental health; 
Aboriginal children’s health and 
development; and chronic disease. 
 
The establishment of the Poche Centre at 
UWA was made possible by leading 
Australian health philanthropist Greg Poche 
AO. In the 18 months since the 
establishment, Poche UWA Leadership and 
Development Awards have enabled 
Indigenous medical and health science 
students to attend conferences in Melbourne 
and Taiwan, as well as a study abroad 
program in Chile. 
 
The Poche Centre has also enabled UWA to 
appoint two new Indigenous researchers: 
research fellow Carolyn Moylan and research 
assistant Chontarle Bellottie. 
 
Working with Prof. Karen Edmond in UWA 
School of Paediatrics and Child Health, Ms 
Moylan is involved in conducting qualitative 
research into out-of-hospital health care for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children 
in Western Australia. 
 
“I’m hoping this research will provide a 
holistic and comprehensive analysis that will 
identify health gaps in the current support 
systems and provide mechanisms to assist 
those Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
families using hospital and follow-up 
services.” Ms Moylan said. 
 
UWA’s Poche Centre for Indigenous Health is 
part of a national network, which includes 
Poche Centres at the University of 
Melbourne, the University of Queensland, 
and The University of Sydney and Flinders 
University. 
 
The Poche Centre will hold their national 
network meeting in Perth on July 20 and 21.” 
 
Link to UWA Poche Centre: 
http://www.poche.uwa.edu.au/ 

http://apunipimacapeyorkhealthcouncil.cmail1.com/t/d-l-jykhuuy-ilwljph-g/
http://www.poche.uwa.edu.au/
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The ‘STORK’ project commences in Geraldton 
(continued) 
 
The Intervention 
There are three components of the intervention which will be 
implemented by dedicated infant health care coordinators: 
 
Hospitals – Work with birthing hospitals to understand gaps in infant care 
coordination and target project tools to meet local needs  
 
Families – Meet families as soon as acceptable to the families after birth. 
Use the locally targeted care coordination tools to:  

- Consult with families about their health care needs; 
- Provide information about primary care services available for the 

first three months of the baby’s life; 
- Offer assistance with birth and Medicare registration forms; 
- Consult with families about their choice for primary care provider; 
- Offer to notify the chosen primary care provider about the baby’s 

health needs; 
- Offer assistance with health care coordination at the time of 

discharge from hospital 
 
Primary care providers – Work with the family’s chosen primary care 
provider to: 

- Ensure they receive birth and hospital details; 
- Offer tools and guidance on early infant primary care; 
- Offer additional assistance and contact points with experienced 

community child health nurses, primary care networks and 
paediatricians 

 
This model of care coordination aims to facilitate a more integrated 
notification process to enable an enhanced follow up process with mums 
and bubs. 
  
Methods 
This project will involve a population based stepped wedge cluster 
randomised controlled trial. All WA public hospitals where women can 
give birth and their surrounding primary care clinics will be grouped into 
distinct geographic clusters. Clusters will be randomised in a ‘stepped’ 
(staggered) order to receive the enhanced model of early infant primary 
care or to continue with standard care and all clusters will be receiving the 
intervention by the last step. 
 
All mothers who give birth to a live baby at a public hospital in Western 
Australia and identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander, or 
identify their baby as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander, will be 
invited to participate in the study through an informed written consent 
process. Consent will also be obtained to access routinely collected health 
data, Medicare data and ACIR data. 

 

Stork Pilot Study in Geraldton 
 
The STORK pilot study commenced at 
Geraldton Regional Hospital in 
September 2015 in collaboration with 
Geraldton Regional Aboriginal 
Medical Service.  
 
All mothers who identify as Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander, or 
identify their baby as Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander, and 
deliver at Geraldton Hospital during 
September 2015 and February 2016 
will be invited to participate in the 
pilot.  
 
Project staff based in Geraldton 
include: 
 Selina Sibosado (Midwife at 

Geraldton Regional Hospital) 
 Charmaine Green (Researcher) 
 Juli Coffin (GRAMS Research 

Coordinator) 
 
STORK Project team 

• Karen Edmond (UWA/PMH) 
• Daniel McAullay (UWA)  
• Juli Coffin (GRAMS)  
• Barbara Henry (Derbarl Yerrigan)  
• Chantal Ferguson (DOH)  
• Rhonda Marriott (Murdoch 

University)  
• Glenn Pearson (TKI)  
• Peter Jacoby (TKI)  
• Dorota Doherty (UWA) 
• Kimberley McAuley (UWA)  
• Elizabeth Geelhoed (UWA) 
• Vivienne Manessis (PMH)  
• Charmaine Green (UWA/GRAMS)  
• Selina Sibosado (UWA/Geraldton 

Regional Hospital) 
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UWA Poche Centre National Network Meeting Perth 21 July 2015  

 
Conferences 2015/6: 
OCTOBER 2015 

3 to 10  Cochrane Colloquium 2015 
 Vienna, Austria  

 http://www.cochrane.org/events/colloquia 

6 International Indigenous Women’s Convention 
Sydney 

http://dreamtimepr.com/save-the-date-
international-indigenous-womens-
convention-sydney-october-2015/ 
 

11 to 13 World Health Summit 2015 
Germany 

http://www.worldhealthsummit.org/the-
summit/call-for-abstracts.html 
 

15 to 17 33rd CRANA plus Conference  
Alice Springs 

https://crana.org.au/about/conference/201
5-conference/ 
 

15 & 16 Australian Nursing an Midwifery Conference 
Newcastle 

http://www.nursingmidwiferyconference.co
m.au/ 
 

18 to 21 Global Maternal Newborn Health Conference 
Mexico City 

http://www.globalmnh2015.org/ 
 

19 to 21 21st Qualitative Health Research Conference (QHR)  
Toronto, Canada 

http://iiqm.ualberta.ca/Conferences_and
_Workshops/QualitativeHealthResearch.a
spx 
 

20/21 Bridging the Gap seminar 
Darwin 

http://www.whywarriors.com.au/ 
 

27/28 4th Annual NHMRC Symposium on Research 
Translation Policy and Research: Working together to 
improve the health of Australians 
Sydney 

https://secure.icmsaust.com.au/ei/cm.e
sp?id=753&pageid=_4AC0ZHJR4&showp
age=login&src=eiscript&cd=3196050066 
 

NOVEMBER 2015 
12/13 3rd Annual NHMRC Research Translation Faculty 

Symposium 
Melbourne 

http://www.phcris.org.au/news/newsfeed/2
015/february/nhmrc.php?promoid=739&uid
=106927&eid=16124&mid=39&stk=re&styp
e=twiphc&linkid=119294 
 

16 to 18 Improving Healthcare International Convention 
Melbourne 

http://ihic.improve.org.au/ 
 

 

 

http://www.cochrane.org/events/colloquia
http://dreamtimepr.com/save-the-date-international-indigenous-womens-convention-sydney-october-2015/
http://dreamtimepr.com/save-the-date-international-indigenous-womens-convention-sydney-october-2015/
http://dreamtimepr.com/save-the-date-international-indigenous-womens-convention-sydney-october-2015/
http://www.worldhealthsummit.org/the-summit/call-for-abstracts.html
http://www.worldhealthsummit.org/the-summit/call-for-abstracts.html
https://crana.org.au/about/conference/2015-conference/
https://crana.org.au/about/conference/2015-conference/
http://www.nursingmidwiferyconference.com.au/
http://www.nursingmidwiferyconference.com.au/
http://www.globalmnh2015.org/
http://iiqm.ualberta.ca/Conferences_and_Workshops/QualitativeHealthResearch.aspx
http://iiqm.ualberta.ca/Conferences_and_Workshops/QualitativeHealthResearch.aspx
http://iiqm.ualberta.ca/Conferences_and_Workshops/QualitativeHealthResearch.aspx
http://www.whywarriors.com.au/
https://secure.icmsaust.com.au/ei/cm.esp?id=753&pageid=_4AC0ZHJR4&showpage=login&src=eiscript&cd=3196050066
https://secure.icmsaust.com.au/ei/cm.esp?id=753&pageid=_4AC0ZHJR4&showpage=login&src=eiscript&cd=3196050066
https://secure.icmsaust.com.au/ei/cm.esp?id=753&pageid=_4AC0ZHJR4&showpage=login&src=eiscript&cd=3196050066
http://www.phcris.org.au/news/newsfeed/2015/february/nhmrc.php?promoid=739&uid=106927&eid=16124&mid=39&stk=re&stype=twiphc&linkid=119294
http://www.phcris.org.au/news/newsfeed/2015/february/nhmrc.php?promoid=739&uid=106927&eid=16124&mid=39&stk=re&stype=twiphc&linkid=119294
http://www.phcris.org.au/news/newsfeed/2015/february/nhmrc.php?promoid=739&uid=106927&eid=16124&mid=39&stk=re&stype=twiphc&linkid=119294
http://www.phcris.org.au/news/newsfeed/2015/february/nhmrc.php?promoid=739&uid=106927&eid=16124&mid=39&stk=re&stype=twiphc&linkid=119294
http://ihic.improve.org.au/
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DECEMBER 2015 
1 to 3 2015 International Closing the Gap Indigenous Health 

Conference 
Cairns 

www.indigenousconferences.com 
 

1/2 2015 Indigenous Allied Health National Conference 
Cairns 

http://www.iahaconference.com.au/ 
 

7 to 9  9th Health Services and Policy Research Conference   
(Health Services Research Association) 
Melbourne 

http://www.plevin.com.au/hsraanz2015/ 
 

APRIL 2016 
17 to 19 Caring for Country Kids: CHA and National Rural 

Health Alliance: Quality healthcare for children and 
young people in rural and regional Australia 
Alice Springs 

https://children.wcha.asn.au/17-19-apr-
2016-save-date-cha-and-national-rural-
health-alliance-joint-conference 
 

November 2016 
8 to 10 Lowitja International Indigenous Health Conference 

Melbourne 
Register your interest at: 
conference@lowitja.org.au  

 
ISAC news is intended to be a way to highlight some of the most noteworthy activities of ISAC and report back on 
progress and promote communication. This way we will also promote the common purpose of ISAC, inform all 
involved of research and other opportunities.  

ISAC web site: 
http://www.paediatrics.uwa.edu.au/research/isac 

ISAC Contact Details: 
Prof Karen Edmond 
Director, Professor and Consultant 
Paediatrician 
T: +61 8 9340 8142 
E: karen.edmond@uwa.edu.au 

Dr Dan McAullay 
Research Associate Professor 
T:  +61 8 9340 7507 
E: mcaullay@gmail.com 

Dr Kimberley McAuley   
Research Fellow 
T:  +61 8 9340 7507 
E: Kimberley.mcauley@uwa.edu.au 

Dr Natalie Strobel   
Research Fellow 
T:  +61 8 9340 7507 
E: Natalie.Strobel@uwa.edu.au 

Carolyn Moylan 
Poche Fellow 
T:  +61 8 9340 7507 
E: Carolyn.moylan@uwa.edu.au 

Rachael Ham  
Research Coordinator 
Apunipima Cape York Health Council 
T: 07 4037 7213 
E: rachael.ham@apunipima.org.au 

 Estelle Dawes    
Business Manager 
T:  +61 8 9340 7507 
E: Estelle.dawes@uwa.edu.au 

  

ISAC CIs 
Prof Karen Edmond, Dr Daniel McAullay, Prof David Atkinson, Prof Rhonda Marriott, Prof 
Ross Bailie, A/Prof Alan Ruben, A/Prof Mark Wenitong, Prof Victor Nossar, Prof Betty 
Kirkwood, Prof Fiona Stanley 
 
“We can't solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we used when we created them." 
Albert Einstein 

http://www.indigenousconferences.com/
http://www.iahaconference.com.au/
http://www.plevin.com.au/hsraanz2015/
https://children.wcha.asn.au/17-19-apr-2016-save-date-cha-and-national-rural-health-alliance-joint-conference
https://children.wcha.asn.au/17-19-apr-2016-save-date-cha-and-national-rural-health-alliance-joint-conference
https://children.wcha.asn.au/17-19-apr-2016-save-date-cha-and-national-rural-health-alliance-joint-conference
mailto:conference@lowitja.org.au?subject=Please%20register%20my%20interest%20in%20the%20international%20Indigenous%20health%20conference%202016
http://www.paediatrics.uwa.edu.au/research/isac
mailto:karen.edmond@uwa.edu.au
mailto:mcaullay@gmail.com
mailto:Kimberley.mcauley@uwa.edu.au
mailto:Natalie.Strobel@uwa.edu.au
mailto:Carolyn.moylan@uwa.edu.au
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