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HAPPY EASTER 

O vera l l  aim  of  ISA C 
To improve health and developmental outcomes in Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children in Australia through 
improvements in health services 

 

ISA C  ob je c tives 
 Generate new knowledge that leads to improved health 

and developmental outcomes in Aboriginal children 
 Ensure effective transfer of research outcomes into health 

policy and practice 

 Develop the health and medical research workforce by 
providing opportunities to advance the training of new 
researchers 

 Facilitate collaboration across ISAC and national and 
international networks 

 Work across primary, secondary and tertiary level health 
services but have a specific focus on improving pathways 
within primary community care 

 

 

In  this  ed i t ion… 
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 Publications 

 Face to Face meeting 



2 0 15  V is i t in g  R e sear che r 
 

 

 

 

W elcom ing  New  S taff  
We would like to welcome to ISaC Dr Karla Canuto and Dr Angela Kinnell. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Karla is a Torres Strait Islander woman who has recently moved back to FNQ from Adelaide with 
her husband, Kootsy, and daughter, Ruby. 
 

Her formal qualifications include a degree in Sports Science, graduate diploma in Indigenous Health 
Promotion and she was awarded her PhD in 2013. Karla’s work experience includes community 
development, health promotion and health research, much of which was throughout Cape York  
and the Torres Strait. 
 

Karla’s PhD involved the development, implementation and evaluation of the ‘Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Women’s Fitness Program’, which was funded by NH&MRC. The 12-week 
group program was trialled in an urban setting and the Facilitator’s Manual is now available as a 
free resource. 
 

Karla is currently employed part-time as a research fellow on a CRE entitled “CREATE – Centre for 
Research Excellence in Aboriginal Chronic Disease Knowledge Translation and Exchange” and part- 
time as the Research Co-ordinator at Apunipima Cape York Health Council. 

In December 2015 we had a two day knowledge exchange with A/Prof. 

Stephanie Brown (Senior Principal Research Fellow) from the Murdoch 

Childrens Research Institute. Stephanie’s research focuses on common 

maternal, physical and mental health problems, intimate partner violence 

and the health of vulnerable populations, with strategic engagement in 

effective collaboration with policy makers, health services and community 

organisations to support knowledge translation. Among other projects 

Stephanie leads the Aboriginal Families Study in South Australia and the 

Maternal Health Study. 
 

During her two days in Perth, Stephanie presented at the Department of 

General Paediatrics (Princess Margaret Hospital for Children) meeting where 

she discussed her findings on the Aboriginal Families Study and Maternal 

Health Study. We also discussed with Dr Sandy Campbell (Research Fellow 

(JCU) and ISAC Collaborator) how we could collaborate on projects. These 

discussions were centred on how we can work together to collect similar 

variables across ISAC projects, furthering our collaborations. We look 

forward to working with Stephanie in the future. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Angela has a PhD in Psychology from the University of Adelaide. Working in child care while 
studying led Angela to develop a strong interest in child health and development which has been 
the focus of much of her research career. 

 

Angela has worked at the Telethon Kids Institute and the University of Adelaide conducting 
epidemiological research investigating child health and development. Angela has done a lot of 
work using data from the Australian Early Development Census (AEDC), including looking at the 
progress in child development between the 2009 and 2012 censuses and investigating 
communities around Australia in which child development as measured by the AEDC had 
significantly improved between 2009 and 2012. 

 

Angela has also worked with the World Bank as part of a team conducting an impact evaluation on a 
large project in Indonesia in which rural communities received block grants to improve or develop 
playgroups for young children. Analyses have focused on the impact of this program on children’s 
long term development. 
Angela will be based in the NT Department of Health and will be analysing data from the NT’s 
Healthy Under 5 Kids Check. 

 

 

 
One of our key strategies is to fill in gaps in training and capacity building activities in health 
services research, for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health professionals and researchers. 

We are putting out a targeted call for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people who are 
studying in Aboriginal health and need top-up funding to: 

 

 attend a training course (plus associated expenses) 

 attend a conference (plus associated expenses) 
 provide a stipend for living expenses 

 assist professional development 

 seed fund a research project / pilot / proof of concept project 

The final amount will be dependent on the needs of the applicant. 

Please email or phone Estelle at estelle.dawes@uwa.edu.au or 08 9340 8723 for more 
information. 

 

Could you please circulate widely and pass on to people who would benefit from this kind of 
support. 

T rain ing  and  C ap ac i ty  B ui ld ing 

mailto:estelle.dawes@uwa.edu.au


 

 
 

ISAC is keen to enhance current international partnerships and support our researchers to present 
at international conferences, especially our early/mid-career researchers. 

 

Conference participation and learnings align with ISAC aims and objectives through: 
- Development of independent researchers 
- Ascertainment  of  new  knowledge  that  leads  to  improved  health  and  developmental 

outcomes in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children through improved health services 
- Ensuring effective transfer of research outcomes into health policy and practice 
- Improving primary,  secondary  and  tertiary  level  health  services  with  specific  focus  on 

improving pathways within primary community care 
 

We have funding to support conference participation and we would like to invite you to submit an 
expression of interest for support to attend an international conference. 

 
Please email or phone Kimberley at kimberley.mcauley@uwa.edu.au or 08 9340 7507 for more 
information. 

 

K o or l in y  M oor t  P rog r am  (W alk ing  w i th  F am i l i e s ) 

The Koorliny Moort qualitative research draft paper is taking shape and is currently being 
reviewed by University of Western Australia (Poche and SPACH) research team members in 
collaboration with ambulatory care coordination clinical nurses at Princess Margaret 
Hospital (PMH) for children. Data  collection has been entered into the NVivo for data 
analysis, it is hope this software will provide an inclusive understanding of the interview 
participant views and an overview of the level of health care their children are receiving. 
Once this is completed it will be sent to the research team to revise and provide feedback. 

 

A meeting was conducted in late February with the Karen Clarke who was instrumental in 
gaining funding for the initial rural and remote Aboriginal Ambulatory Care outreach 
program (2010) in the Kimberley’s and the Goldfields. This has provided an insight into the 
Koorliny Moort programs transition and development of services to its present day 
operations. Funding bodies have changed, however, the Koorliny Moort Program will be in 
operation until June 2016 where further funding will be sought to ensure its operations 
beyond that year. 

 

Since November last year the research progressed to the stage of presenting the program’s 
operations and some of the data to fellow researchers at the Telethon Kid’s Institute and in 
March further findings will be presented at the Koorliny Moort Planning Day workshop. 
Research has begun on the second phase of the project in designing a questionnaire for 
health care providers, it is envisaged this research will examine the perspectives of 
practitioners’ internally and externally to PMH that have direct contact with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander patients. 

In tern ation al  T rave l 

mailto:kimberley.mcauley@uwa.edu.au


 

 
 
 

APRIL 2016 

 

12 - 15 
International forum for Quality and 
Safety in Health care Gothenburg, 
Sweden 

http://internationalforum.bmj.com/ 

 

 
17 - 19 

Caring for Country Kids: CHA and 
National Rural Health Alliance: Quality 
healthcare for children and young 
people in rural and regional Australia 
Alice Springs 

https://children.wcha.asn.au/17-19-apr-  
2016-save-date-cha-and-national-rural- 
health-alliance-joint-conference 

MAY 2016 

 

26 - 27 
Indigenous Health Conference 
Toronto Canada 

http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenousheal 
th/ 

JUNE 2016 
 

7 - 9 

 

15th National Immunisation Conference 
Brisbane 

https://phaa.eventsair.com/QuickEventWeb  
sitePortal/15th-national-immunisation-  
conference/15nicwebsite 

 

19 to 22 
Australian Health Promotion Ass. 23rd 

National Conference 
Perth 

http://ahpa2016.com.au/abstract-  
submission/ 

JULY 2016 
 

 

2 - 3 

 

 
Aboriginal Health Conference 
Perth 

http://www.ruralhealthwest.com.au/general 
-practice/professional-  
development/conference/2016/07/02/defau  
lt-calendar/aboriginal-health-conference-  
2016 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

7 - 8 

Quality Assurance for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Medical Services 
(QAAMS) 
Darwin 

http://www.qaams.org.au/what_we_do/ann  
ual_qaams_workshop 

14 - 16 
Epidemiology for Action 
Canberra 

www.aea2016.org.au 

 

18 - 21 
Public Health Association Australia 44th 

annual conference 
Alice Springs 

https://www.phaa.net.au/events/category/p  
haa-44th-annual-conference-2016-35 

Conferences  -  2016 

http://internationalforum.bmj.com/
http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenousheal
http://ahpa2016.com.au/abstract-
http://www.ruralhealthwest.com.au/general
http://www.qaams.org.au/what_we_do/ann
http://www.aea2016.org.au/
http://www.phaa.net.au/events/category/p


 

OCTOBER 2016 
 

16 - 19 

33 The International Society for Quality 
in Health Care (ISQua) Conference 
Tokyo, Japan 

 

http://www.isqua.org/ 

 

17 - 19 
22nd Annual Qualitative Health Research 
Conference 
Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada 

http://www.iiqm.ualberta.ca/Conferences_a 
nd_Workshops/QualitativeHealthResearch.a 
spx 

 

18 - 21 
Global Maternal Newborn Health 
Conference 
Mexico City 

http://globalhealth.org/event/global-  
maternal-newborn-health-conference-  
themes-and-tracks-announced/ 

NOVEMBER 2016 

 

8 - 10 
Lowitja International Indigenous Health 
and Wellbeing Conference Melbourne 

http://www.lowitja.org.au/conference 

 

14 - 18 
Fourth Global Symposium on Health 
Systems Research 
Vancouver Canada 

 

http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2016/ 

DECEMBER 2016 

 

1 - 3 
2016 National Indigenous health 
conference 
Cairns 

http://www.indigenousconferences.com/#!2  
016-indigenous-health-conference/sta1q 
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Publ icat ions  -  2016 
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ISAC news is intended to be a way to highlight some of the most noteworthy activities of ISAC and report 

back on progress and promote communication. This way we will also promote the common purpose of ISAC, 

inform all involved of research and other opportunities. 

ISAC web site: 
http://www.paediatrics.uwa.edu.au/research/isac 

ISA C C on tac t  D e ta i l s : 

Save the date 

ISAC face to face Friday 11 November 2016 in 
Melbourne. 

Immediately following the Lowitja conference. 

More details to follow soon 

Prof Karen Edmond 
Director, Professor and 

Consultant Paediatrician 

T: +61 8 9340 8142 

E:  karen.edmond@uwa.edu.au 

Dr Dan McAullay 
Research Associate Professor 

T: +61 8 9340 7507 

E: mcaullay@gmail.com 

Dr Kimberley McAuley 
Senior Research Fellow 

T: +61 8 9340 7507 

E: 

Kimberley.mcauley@uwa.edu.au 

Dr Natalie Strobel 
Research Fellow 

T: +61 8 9340 7507 

E:  Natalie.Strobel@uwa.edu.au 

Carolyn Moylan 
Poche Fellow 

T: +61 8 9340 7507 

E: 

Carolyn.moylan@uwa.edu.au 

Estelle Dawes 
 

Business Manager 

T: +61 8 9340 7507 

E:  Estelle.dawes@uwa.edu.au 
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