
The UWA Centre for Neonatal Research and Education presents: 

Effective Literature Search  
for Systematic Reviews 

Why is effective literature search crucial 

for a systematic review? 

As systematic reviews involve a collation of the best 
possible evidence in a scientific manner, a thorough 
literature search is the most crucial step to start the 
process of reviewing the evidence systematically. Effective 
literature search involves an in depth review of 
conventional and non-conventional databases. The 
outcome of an effective literature search will enlist the 
number of studies to be included and excluded in the 
systematic review. (Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews 
of Interventions, 2011). 

Literature search is the most crucial step to start the process of 

reviewing the evidence systematically  

What is a systematic 

review? 

A systematic review critically evaluates and 
summarises the results of the existing 
primary research papers on a specific topic. 
Systematic reviews provide the highest 
level of evidence on the effectiveness of a 
particular health intervention and are 
therefore essential in providing the best 
evidence based recommendations for 
healthcare. 

Clinical A/Prof Shripada Rao is a consultant neonatologist at King 
Edward Memorial Hospital for Women and Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children, Perth, Australia.  He holds MD, DNB, DM, FRACP and MSc in 
Biostatistics and is currently doing a PhD.  He has 73 publications in Medline 
Indexed journals, including 29 systematic reviews. 

Clinical Prof Sanjay Patole is a consultant neonatologist at King 

Edward Memorial Hospital for Women, Perth, Australia. He holds MD, DCH, 
FRACP, Doctorate in Public Health (DrPH) from James Cook University and MSc 
in Clinical Trials (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine). He has 168 
publications in Medline Indexed journals, including 47 systematic reviews. 
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Workshop program 

 In this full-day hands-on workshop, we aim to take participants through the details of systematically 
searching medical literature including conventional databases such as Medline, Embase, Cochrane 
CENTRAL, trial registries, and non-conventional databases such as non-English databases and grey 
literature.  

 A comprehensive face-to-face teaching for each lecture topic with a range of professional speakers, 
followed by in-depth hands on sessions with the support of multiple tutors will equip participants with a 
thorough understanding of the core skill of literature review which comprises the foundation of systematic 
reviews. 

 Additional time will be available after the workshops for individuals to discuss their personal projects with 
the professionals. In addition, by attending this workshop the participants will be registered with the 
Centre for Neonatal research and Education (CNRE), which will provide on-going networking opportunities 
and research related support with leading researchers. 

Who is this workshop for? 
This workshop is primarily designed for: 

 Postgraduate students 
 Honours students 
 Medical students 
 Doctors and nurses including trainees 
 Allied health professionals and 
 Researchers in healthcare 

Course preparation 

 Laptop (+ chargers) 
 Mobile data (as back up in case of Wi-Fi drop) 
 Umbrella or raincoats… Remember to check the weather beforehand! 
 

These workshops will be useful for 

compiling the best possible evidence and 

improving clinical guidelines and 

policies, as well as collaborating for 

research projects and publications  

Registration 

Fees: $250 

Registration: https://payments.uwa.edu.au/SystematicReviewsWorkshop201806  

Enquiries:   Alona Saldanha (alona.saldanha@uwa.edu.au)  

Education Coordinator: Dr Gayatri Jape, MD, FRACP 

Support faculty: Karen Rickman (Chief librarian, WNHS),  Glen Pass (Librarian, WNHS), Dr 

Gayatri Jape, MD, FRACP; Dr Sam Athikarisamy, MD, FRACP; Dr Mangesh Deshmukh, FRACP, MSc; 
Dr Abhijeet Rakshasbhuvankar MD, FRACP; Kwi Moon, B. Pharm (Syd), M. Clin Pharm (Curtin) 

https://payments.uwa.edu.au/SystematicReviewsWorkshop201806


Time Topic 

0930-1000 Welcome and Registration 

1000-1030 How to search Medline via PubMed and Ovid 

1030-1100 Hands on session: Searching Medline via PubMed and Ovid 

1100-1130 How to search Embase  and Emcare via Ovid 

1130-1200 Hands on session: Searching Embase and Emcare via Ovid 

1200-1300 Lunch break 

1300-1330 Searching Cochrane CENTRAL 

1330-1400 Hands on session: Searching Cochrane CENTRAL 

1400-1430 Searching trial registries and Non- English databases 

1430-1500 Hands on Searching trial registries and Non- English databases 

1500-1530 Afternoon tea 

16:00:16:30 Searching grey literature followed by hands on session 

1630-1645 Concluding remarks and participant feedback 

Workshop program 


